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Who We Are 

The Wisconsin Council on Children and Families is a multi-issue child and family advocacy 
organization, providing research, policy analysis, public education and advocacy that lead to 
improved outcomes for children in the areas of health, economic security, safety and education. 
We believe that children need strong voices representing them, and so we are committed to using 
research, policy analysis, and public education to raise voices to make every kid count. 
 
The mission of the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families (WCCF) is to ensure that every 
child in Wisconsin grows up in a just and nurturing family and community. 
 
The Wisconsin Council on Children and Families was established in 1881 as the Wisconsin 
Conference on Charities and Corrections. For well over a century, the organization has focused 
on improving conditions for families and children through policy change, expanded public 
investments and public education that lead to improvements in outcomes and practices in the 
delivery of publicly-funded health care, education, workforce development and social services. 
WCCF is a private, non-profit, non-partisan statewide organization with offices in Madison 
Wisconsin. We have a 12-member staff and operate under the strategic guidance of a statewide 
board of directors made up of representatives of schools, business, local government, health care, 
and social service organizations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

555 W Washington Avenue, Suite 200 • Madison WI, 53703 • 608-284-0580 • www.wccf.org   
 

A publication of the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families 
 

 

Board of Directors 

Officers 

President 
Helene Nelson, Madison  

Vice President 
Nancy Heykes, Krakow  

Secretary 
Sandi Tunis, Milwaukee 

Treasurer 
Steve Mixtacki, Madison 

Juli Aulik, Madison 
Jacquie Boggess, Madison  

Tonya L. Brito, Madison 
Mary Haffenbredl, Madison 
Sarah Inman, Green Bay 
Celia Jackson, Milwaukee 
Michele Mackey, Sun Prairie 
Lucia Nunez, Madison 
Sheri Pattillo Johnson, Milwaukee 
Missy Jacobus MacLeod, Milwaukee 
Donald Maurer, Waukesha 
Harry Ogden, Madison 
Mary Rohrer, La Crosse 
Sue Vincent, Green Bay 
Joseph R. Wall, Milwaukee 

 
Staff 

Tamarine Cornelius, Research Analyst 
David Edie, Early Education Policy Analyst 
Pnina Goldfarb, Research Associate, 
Wraparound Milwaukee  
Sashikala Gregory, Health Care Policy 
Analyst 
Jennifer Leavitt-Moy, Policy Associate 
Erica Nelson, Director of Race to Equity 
Jon Peacock, Research Director 
Jim Moeser, Deputy Director 

Corinda Rainey-Moore, Outreach and 
Engagement Manager 
Michelle Robinson, Research, Data, and 
Policy Associate 
Ken Taylor, Executive Director 
Wenona Wolf, Communication and 
Development Manager 
Daithi Wolfe, Early Education Policy 
Analyst 
Barbara Zuccarello, Office Manager

 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

555 W Washington Avenue, Suite 200 • Madison WI, 53703 • 608-284-0580 • www.wccf.org   
 

A publication of the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families 
 

 

 
 
 
In 2016, the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families carried on its research and advocacy to 
promote policies and programs that improve the well-being of children and families across the 
state. Advocating for such policies remain a challenge in Wisconsin, given the current political 
environment within the state and throughout the nation. As the economy in Wisconsin is 
stabilizing after the Great Recession, investments at the state level in education, health care, and 
others safety net programs continues to decline. While many children and families are doing 
much better than they were several years ago, too many lack the opportunities they need to 
succeed in life, especially children and families of color. With shockingly high racial disparities, 
Wisconsin has a great deal of work to do with regard to the success of our children of color. 

The Wisconsin Council on Children and Families cannot do the important work it does without 
the support of others. We are thankful for the individuals and organization throughout Wisconsin 
who are helping work to create a state that is great for every child and every family. Together, 
we can help communities thrive.  
 
Thank for standing with us,  
 

 
Ken Taylor, Executive Director 
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Early Care and Education 
According to research, the first five years of a child’s life play an enormous role in a child’s 
development and their future success. Since most kids are in a child care or preschool setting 
while their parents are at work, it's critical that investments made give all children access to a 
high-quality early education system that provides the experiences kids need for healthy 
development.  
 
In 2016, the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families continued to analyze and disseminate 
data related to the quality of child care programs, with a focus on the state’s child subsidy 
program, YoungStar and working with high-level policy makers to develop strategies to improve 
the overall early learning infrastructure in Wisconsin. WCCF released, Are We At a Crossroads 
for Wisconsin Childcare, which analyzed the state’s Youngstar and Wisconsin Shares programs 
and recommended that Wisconsin adopt the Early Childhood Advisory Council recommendation 
to provide direct support to high-quality programs, improve child care payment rates, incentivize 
to maintain a quality child care workforce, and support on-going research.  
 
Health Care 
Every family needs and deserves access to high-quality, affordable health care services. People 
covered by health insurance are healthier, make less use of expensive emergency room services, 
do better in school and at work, and are more economically stable. The Affordable Care Act 
(ACA), enacted by the federal government in 2010, brought dramatic changes to the health care 
landscape, including the launch of a health insurance marketplace in 2014. The ACA played a 
pivotal role in decreasing the uninsured rate in Wisconsin, with great gains in rural counties and 
significant coverage gains for communities of color. 
 
In 2016 WCCF assessed the impact of the Affordable Care Act and determined that the 
percentage of adults uninsured in Wisconsin has gone done since its implementation. WCCF also 
released a Native American Health Report, highlighting the health disparities that exist between 
Native Americans and their white peers. 
 
Kids Count  
WisKids Count tracks, analyzes, synthesizes, and communicates data about the health and well-
being of children and families in Wisconsin. WisKids Count is a part of the Annie E. Casey 

http://www.wccf.org/publication/crossroads-wisconsin-child-care/
http://www.wccf.org/publication/crossroads-wisconsin-child-care/
http://www.wccf.org/publication/affordable-care-act-wisconsin-helping-families-get-health-care-need/
http://www.wccf.org/publication/five-charts-uninsured-wisconsin-health-insurance-wisconsin-progress-potential-improvement/
http://www.wccf.org/publication/closing-gaps-native-american-health/
http://www.wccf.org/category/wiskids-count/?pubs=1
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Foundation’s Kids Count project, which seeks to enrich local, state and national discussions 
concerning ways to secure better futures for all children. 

 
The Kids Count Data Center provides access to a wide range on data on indicators of child well-
being in Wisconsin. Using the tools in the Data Center, you can easily create a profile of your 
county or school district. 

Juvenile Justice 
Many of the positive trends related to the Juvenile Justice continued into 2016, including a 
decline in juvenile arrests and the growth of effective community-based programs, as 
demonstrated in this report. The numbers WCCF has compiled rebut the idea that crime is on the 
rise; crime continues to decline, signaling a continued need for reduced incarceration. Last year, 
WCCF’s efforts in advocating for a Second Chance bill, legislation that would raise the age of 
adult court jurisdiction from 17 to 18, resulted in legislation with 54 cosponsors and bipartisan 
support. While it did not pass last session, WCCF is continuing to build on prior advocacy in 
ensuring passage of such legislation. 

For National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week, WCCF produced a report on lead poisoning 
among Wisconsin children, which highlighted the extensiveness of and damage caused by lead 
poisoning of children, including its link to juvenile delinquency. Lead poisoning continues to be 
an issue that WCCF monitors. 

WCCF staff continues to play a lead role on the Governor’s Juvenile Justice Commission, 
directing federal resources to support system reforms and help build the capacity of local 
jurisdictions to deliver cost-effective youth and family services for at-risk youth and those 
already involved in the juvenile justice system. WCCF staff also continues to participate in the 
Wisconsin Juvenile Justice Network (WJJN). 

Race to Equity 
There are profound and persistent racial disparities in health, education, child welfare, criminal 
justice, employment, and income in Wisconsin, and throughout the United States. These racial 
disparities compromise the life chances of many children and families to grow up healthy, safe 
and successful. The Wisconsin Council on Children and Families’ Race to Equity (R2E) project 
aspires to galvanize communities to narrow, and ultimately eliminate, racial disparities in 
Wisconsin. R2E seeks to learn from and build on prior efforts to address disparity and relies 

http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data#WI/2/0
http://www.wccf.org/assets/State-of-Juvenile-Justice-20161.pdf
http://www.wccf.org/second-chance-bill/
http://www.wccf.org/assets/AB378-second-chance.pdf
http://www.wccf.org/assets/WCCF-Lead-Report.pdf
http://www.wisjjn.org/
http://racetoequity.net/
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upon the advice and guidance of leaders and residents of Dane County’s communities of color. 
These efforts have had a significant impact on mobilizing policy-makers, the media, and other 
core social institutions to find and implement solutions to the growing disparities. Since its 
release, the Race to Equity Report has been widely cited as a key catalyst for a remarkable 
resurgence of commitment, planning and action around achieving greater racial justice in the 
county  

2016 was an important year for the Race to Equity Project. Building on the release of the Race 
to Equity Report in 2013, the project released the Racial Equity Community Impact List, a 
preliminary compilation of over 125 racial equity initiatives that have been implemented 
throughout Dane County since the release of the Race to Equity Baseline Report. The Project 
also released The Roadmap to Equity: A Two Generation Approach to Reducing Racial 
Disparities in Dane County, a comprehensive, results-based plan that identifies the actions, 
services, policies, system reforms and investments for the Madison Community to undertake to 
meaningfully address Dane County’s urgent racial inequity crisis. R2E project staff made 
countless presentations about equity issues throughout the community to a wide array of 
community organizations, policy makers, media, and faith-based groups. 
 
The Wisconsin Budget Project 
The state budget and the taxes that help finance it have a huge impact on children and families. 
The budget provides most of the funding for vital government services, such as education, health 
care, transportation, child welfare and other safety net programs. The Wisconsin Budget Project 
is an initiative of the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families to engage in analysis and 
education on state budget and tax issues in order to broaden the debate on budget and tax policy 
through public education and by encouraging civic engagement on these issues. The Wisconsin 
Budget Project works to make sense of complex budget-related issues and explain how decisions 
made by lawmakers help or harm people in Wisconsin. 
 
Wisconsin has a longstanding commitment to opportunity, responsibility and community for all. 
However, since 2011, lawmakers have given large tax cuts primarily to the highest-earning 
taxpayers, while raising taxes for working families and low-income seniors. The result is that 
low-income taxpayers have a harder time meeting their basic needs, and Wisconsin has fewer 
resources to support investments in the state’s public schools, university system, and education 
for our youngest residents – investments that help create the building blocks for broad prosperity 

http://racetoequity.net/baseline-report-state-racial-disparities-dane-county/
http://racetoequity.net/baseline-report-state-racial-disparities-dane-county/
http://racetoequity.net/racial-equity-community-impact/
http://racetoequity.net/801-2/
http://racetoequity.net/801-2/
http://www.wisconsinbudgetproject.org/
http://www.wccf.org/
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and a strong economy. With a new budget to be decided on in 2017, we remain committed in 
ensuring a budget and tax policy that supports all Wisconsinites. 
 
The Wisconsin Budget Project researched and published policy briefs and blogs highlighting the 
impact of budget decisions on many programs important to our economic future, including 
economic security, education, health care, and jobs. 
 
The Wisconsin Budget Project has continued to grow as a “go to” source for media, our 
organizational partners, and community members for information on the impact of the state’s 
fiscal decisions on children and families. The Budget Project also supports “A Wisconsin Budget 
for All”, a proposal made by a group of diverse organizations advocating for investments and tax 
policies that help support our most vulnerable children and families. 
 
Electoral Advocacy 
In order for us all to be the best possible champions for our kids this past election season, we 
prepared a series of policy infographics broken down by issue area. These graphics served as a 
cheat sheet for our supporters, so they could better understand which policies to look out for in 
platforms and agendas of candidates up for election at every level of government (local, 
statewide, federal). The issues covered were:  

• Investing In A Child’s Earliest Years 

• Strengthening Wisconsin’s Workforce 

• A Fair Justice System for Youth 

• Healthier Kids and Families 

• A Level Playing Field on Taxes 

You can find the infographics in the Elect Candidates for Kids section of our website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wisconsinbudgetproject.org/voters-demonstrate-popularity-of-minimum-wage-increases
http://www.wisconsinbudgetproject.org/a-summary-of-recent-legislative-action-on-education
http://www.wisconsinbudgetproject.org/aca-repeal-would-sharply-reduce-insurance-coverage-for-kids
http://www.wisconsinbudgetproject.org/the-big-giveaway-costly-tax-credit-has-done-little-to-boost-employment
http://www.wisconsinbudgetproject.org/aca-repeal-would-sharply-reduce-insurance-coverage-for-kids
http://www.wisconsinbudgetproject.org/aca-repeal-would-sharply-reduce-insurance-coverage-for-kids
http://www.wccf.org/assets/Vote-for-Early-Education.pdf
http://www.wccf.org/assets/Vote-for-Our-Workforce.pdf
http://www.wccf.org/assets/Vote-for-a-Fair-Justice-System.pdf
http://www.wccf.org/assets/Vote-for-Healthier-Kids-1.pdf
http://www.wccf.org/assets/Vote-for-a-Level-Playing-Field-on-Taxes.pdf
http://www.wccf.org/take-action/elect-candidates-kids/
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