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People have been traveling across continents for over 
20,000 years.The concept of immigrating into another 
country wasn’t introduced until the late 1700s, when Congress 
passed its first law stating who qualifies for U.S. citizenship. 
The decision to legally define a U.S. citizen gave lawmakers 
the authority to create policies around who is welcomed into 
the country and who is not, then establish consequences for 
violations. In most instances, immigration is attributed to 
circumstances in home countries that are beyond their control, 
including violence, war, displacement, and lack of access to food 
and jobs. 

As immigration evolves in the 20th century, new policies have 
been introduced to provide a more equitable environment for 
immigrant children and families. For example, one of the most 
impactful policies is the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program. In the state of Wisconsin we have a 
growing population of DACA recipients. 

Yet, some legislators in Wisconsin are making life harder 
for immigrant families in our communities. Fueled by 
fear, these decision makers uphold damaging narratives that 
are rooted in racism and xenophobia. For this reason, it is 
imperative that individuals in the community and policymakers 
support legislation that expands opportunities for immigrant 
communities and prioritizes the needs of immigrant families; 
especially in a state with a strong labor history and high 
migration population.

INTRODUCTION



Who is eligible for DACA?
DACA qualifications include undocumented immigrants who:1

What is DACA?
In 2012, the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) was 
signed into law by President Obama, temporarily shielding some 
Dreamers (immigrant children brought to the U.S. before the age 
of 16) from deportation, but not establishing a path to citizenship. 
Instead, it was designed as a two-year renewable protection to live in 
the U.S. with temporary authorization to work. 

ABOUT DACA



DACA recipients represent approximately 150 different birth 
countries. 

United States
As of March 2023, 578,680 individuals across the U.S. are active 
DACA recipients. The countries of birth of the highest DACA 
recipients2 currently are:

Wisconsin
As of March 2023, there are 5,790 DACA recipients out of about 
10,000 individuals who are eligible for the DACA program.3 

DEMOGRAPHICS



The DACA program allows recipients to gain access to higher 
education, get better jobs, buy homes, and start businesses. 

United States
In 2021, there were 409,000 undocumented students enrolled in 
higher education. 

141,000
of these individuals are DACA 
recipients or DACA eligible. 19.3%  
of those students were enrolled in 
a graduate/professional program.4 

Wisconsin

16% 

EDUCATION

of DACA 
recipients were 
enrolled in 
postsecondary 
institutions in 
2017.5 



Over 80% of DACA recipients are employed and pay taxes 
across the United States; however, they cannot receive any of 
the federal benefits their taxes help pay for, like Social Security, 
college financial aid, or food stamps. 

In 2020, according to the Center for American Progress, 
nationally:6 

WORKFORCE

142,100
DACA recipients who were employed in food-
related occupations (farms, grocery stores, 
distribution centers, restaurants, etc)

12,800 DACA recipients worked in the farming and 
agriculture industry

11,600
DACA recipients worked in the food 
manufacturing industry, processing these 
agricultural products

42,000 DACA recipients were frontline health care 
workers or worked in the health care industry

4,900 DACA recipients were teachers

900
DACA recipients w/valuable language &  
medical skills had enlisted in the military 
under the Military Accessions Vital to National 
Interest Pilot Program in 2016

4,000 DACA recipients working in Wisconsin as of 
20217 



DACA recipients from Wisconsin contribute to local, state, 
and federal taxes. Across the state, the taxes paid by DACA 
recipients go back into our local communities. Policymakers 
too often overlook the vital economic role and tax base that 
immigrants provide.

In 2021 DACA recipients living in Wisconsin contributed:

ECONOMIC IMPACT

$44.6M  
federal taxes

Collectively, DACA 
recipients in Wisconsin 
yield $223.9 million in 
spending power (the 

amount of money that a 
group or person is able 

to spend).8 

$30.7M  
local & state taxes



Kids Forward is a statewide antiracist policy center that inspires action 
and advocates for children and families of color and those furthest from 

opportunity in Wisconsin. We envision a Wisconsin where every child thrives. 

Get Involved
The Center for DREAMers empowers DACAmented students to 
achieve their higher education goals in Wisconsin through access 
to culturally responsive legal representation, social services, and 
educational and career services.

Voces de la Frontera is a membership-based community 
organization led by low-wage workers, immigrants and youth 
whose mission is to protect and expand civil rights and workers’ 
rights through leadership development, community organizing and 
empowerment. 

Workers Justice Wisconsin empowers workers to stand up for their 
rights, and brings faith, labor and other community allies together.
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